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Profile of Spokane Public Schools 

Å3,226 employees ï one of largest employers in city 

Å29,275 students in 50 schools ī 2nd largest district in Washington 

Å1,314 students speaking 56 different languages (ELL program) 

Å4,341 special education students 

Å475 students in homeless youth program 

Å57% of students qualify for federal free/reduced lunches 

Å24% students of color 

ÅA variety of choice program options, such as: 

ï Montessori 

ï A.P.P.L.E. (parent participation program) 

ï Enrichment Cooperative (for homeschool students) 

ï Odyssey (for gifted students) 

ï Spokane Virtual Learning (online program) 

ï Skills Center (for high school students) 



Recent Recognitions 

Spokane:  

ÅOne of the 100 Best Communities for Young People for the fifth year in a row 

Spokane Public Schools:  
ÅOne of 367 public school districts nation-wide named to the AP® Honor Roll 

ÅDrop-out rate has been reduced from 38.2% in 2006-07 to 19.6% in 2009-10 

ÅStudents go directly to college after high school at a higher rate than the 
Washington state average  

ÅWashington State Title I Academic Achievement Awards ī 2011- Bemiss (math 
and reading); 2010 - Garfield (math and reading), Logan (reading) and 
Whitman (math) 

Å2010 Washington Achievement Award ī Moran Prairie and Wilson  

Å2010 Washington School of Distinction ī Whitman 

Å2010 National Title I Distinguished School ī Whitman 

ÅState Title I Distinguished School - Bemiss (2011), Logan (2010) 

Å2011 State Title I Improvement School ī Garfield  

Å2011 Washington Post top high schools ī NC, LC, Ferris and Rogers 

ÅExcellence in financial reporting award for 8 consecutive years 



What is a school levy? 

A way for local communities to provide almost one quarter of the 

dollars necessary for a well-rounded education.  

 

What is a school bond? 

A way for local communities to fund facility, technology  

and security improvements ï bond monies cannot be  

used to operate schools and fund programs.  

 

Levy = Learning 
Teachers, programs, supplies 

Bond = Building 
Bricks, technology, security 

Levies & Bonds: Whatôs the Difference? 



State, Federal, Private Program Support    

 State - $ 183,982,736 58.7% 

 Federal - $ 40,841,353 13.0% 

 Private (fees, gifts) - $ 10,446,426 3.4% 

 Fund Balance - $ 4,678,860 1.5% 

 Total - $ 239,949,375 76.6% 

Levy/LEA - $73,353,405 

 LEA - $13,197,528* 

 Levy - $60,155,877 

23.4% 

The Levy is an Important Piece of the Budget Pie 

2011-2012 

Total Budgeted Expenditures  

$313.3 Million 

* LEA is Levy Equalization 

 Assistance from State 



Sports, Clubs and Intramurals  

  $3,948,575 

5.4% 

Where do Levy/LEA Dollars go? 

2011-2012 

Levy/LEA Supported Expenditures 

$73.4 Million 

Other Programs and Services 
 $8,342,207 

 * Transportation - $ 2,957,930 

 * ELL - $ 1,950,852 

 * Special Ed. - $ 3,616,146 

 Gifted/Other - $  910,887 

 Indirects - ($ 1,093,608) 

11.4% 

 * Required by law 

 

Educational Programs and Support  
$61,062,623 

83.2% 

Examples: 

Teachers for class size 

Counselors, Nurses 

Librarians 

Art and Music 

Electives 

Dropout Prevention 

Online Learning 

Security Officers 

Support Staff 

Utilities 



What Programs Does the Levy Support? 

ÅClassroom teachers for reasonable 
class size 

ÅCounselors, nurses, career specialists 

ÅLibrary positions 

ÅGifted and talented programs 

ÅHigh school/middle school electives 

 


