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Academic journal article from Academic Search Complete. 

The article reviews studies from 12 different states on the 

effect that school voucher programs have had on academic 

achievement. The researchers came to the conclusion that 

vouchers had a positive effect on students who were 

disadvantaged and that parents were more satisfied with 

schools if they were able to choose the school through a 

voucher.  There is no data to support universal voucher 

programs. The review concludes with a call for more 

research. This article would support my argument against 

universal vouchers or as part of a counter argument. 
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Academic journal article from Proquest.  

This article evaluated school choice programs in several 

states, using reading and math scores. At the time of the 

study, the scores did not provide any compelling argument 

that school choice programs improved academic 

performance. The researchers came to the conclusion that 

there were many “ways that school choice could be 

beneficial to parents and students, including freedom of 

choice, opportunities to innovate, and teacher and 

community empowerment. However, strong gains in 

achievement voucher programs do not appear to be among 

them.” I’d use this article to provide evidence that vouchers 

don’t improve student achievement. 
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            http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/school-choice-

vouchers.aspx. 

The information on this website gave a brief history of the 

issue of school choice, describing voucher programs in the 

the states of Wisconsin, Florida, Utah, Indiana and the 

Disctrict of Columbia. It provided summaries of the 

arguments for and against vouchers as well as a summary 

of the research as put out by the Center on Education 

Policy. That research states that voucher recipients and 

public school students have generally performed at the 

same level on reading and math assessments, but some 

“gains have been made among low income and minority 

students who receive vouchers.” I’d use this article as 

background information or an overview of the issue.  It 

would most helpful in my introduction. 
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