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 Cause # 1  Militarism 
Notes from source(s) Source number 
 This is a quote from Frederic Passy.  He was a peace activist and 

eventually won a Novel Peace Prize.  He was very concerned about 
the build up of armies in Europe in 1895.   
“ The entire able-bodied population are preparing to massacre one 
another; though no one, it is true, wants to attack, and everybody 
protests his love of peace and determination to maintain it, yet the 
whole world feels that it only requires some unforeseen incident, 
some unpreventable accident, for the spark to tall in a flash…and 
blow all Europe sky-high.” 

 
 
 This is a quote from General von Schlieffen, explaining the logic 

behind his strategy: 
“Germany must strive…first to strike down one of the allies while the 
other is kept occupied, but then, when the one [enemy] is conquered, 
it must, by exploiting its railways, bring a superiority of numbers to 
the other theater of war, which will also destroy the other enemy.” 
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