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eorgy Stahl was born on Ocl, 21, 1660, af Anspach
| ¢ In Bavaria, the son of a Lutheran pastor. Although
A 5 brought up in an extremely pious and relipiois
household, he early showed an enthusiasm for chemistry,
By the age of 15 he had mastered a set of university lecture
notes on the subject as well as a difficult reatise by lohann
Kunckel.

Stabl studied medicine at the University of Jena, whare
he graduated in 1683. Here he came under the influence of
introchemical theories, which gave an interpretation of
physiological processes in terms of chemistry, He was later
to became a strong opponent of this school of medical
theory. Following graduation he taught at the University of
Jona for 10 years.

In 1694 Stahl was invited to fill the second chair of
medicine at the newly foundod University of Halle. He
owed his appointment to the recommendation of the holder
of the first chair of medicine, Friedrich Hoffmann. They
made Halle one of the most important medical schools of
the carly 18th century, although thelr careers there wore
punctuated by frequent quarrels. For 22 years Stahl lectured
al Halle and wrote an impressive list of works on chemistry
anc medicine. His lectures were said to have been dry and
intentionally difficult; he is alleged 10 have had a low opin-
ion of the intellectual capacity of his students at Halle,

Stah!’s most notable contribution 1o chemistry was his
famous phlegiston theory of combustion, which became
ane of the main unifying theories of 18th-century chemistry.
He maintained that all substances which burned cantained
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a combustible principle called phlogiston (from the Greek
phlogos, a llame) which was liberated during the combus-
tion process. This principle of phlogiston was present hol
only in such obviously combustible substances as wood,
wax, oils, and other organic materials but also in inerganic
substances such as sulfur and phosphorus and even in mel-
als. Thus when a metal was caleined by heating (a process
now known as oxidation), the metal was sald 1o lose jts
phlogiston. Conversely, when the metallic calx was re-
duced again to the melal, phiogiston was taken up.

This theory also offered the first explanation’ of why
chatcoal was used in the smelting of metallic ores, Charcoal
was a substance rich in phlogiston (since on burning it left
no residue), and in the smelting process the phlogiston
passed from the charcoal to (he ore lo give the pure metal,
One of the major achievements of this theory was that it
offered a comprehensive explanation of so many seemingly
disparate chemical phenomena. In developing his theory,
Stahl drew from the earlier ideas on combustion of the late
1Zth-century German chemist 1.). Becher.

As a medical theorist, Stahl opposed the purely chemi-
cal and mechanistic explanations of living phenomena cur-
rent in hifs time. He emphasized the pulf between living and
nanliving materials, stating that the distinctive feature of the
former was that they possessed a soul which prevented their
decomposition. Mis reintroduction of animistic or vitalistic
ideas into physiology had greal influence on 18th-cenlury
medical theary,

Stahl ratired from academic life in 1716 to take up
appointment as physician to King Frederick | of Prussia. He
held this post unil his death on May 14, 1734.

Further Reading

There is no major study of Stahl's fife in English, but for his
contributions to chemistry see John M, Stillman, The Story of
Alchemy and Early Chemistry (1960); and James R,
Partinglon. A History of Chemistry, vol, 2 (1961), 3

Joseph Stalin

The Soviet statesman Joseph Stalin (1879-1 953) was
the supreme ruler of the Soviet Union and the leader
of world communism for almost 30 years,

nder Joseph Stalin the Soviet Unjon preatly on-
I - larged its tertitory, won a war of unprecedented

3  destructiveness, and transformed itself from a rola-
lively backward counlry into the second most impaortant
indlustrial nation in the world. For these achievements the
Saviel people and the international Communist movement
paid a price that many of Stalin’s critics consider CXCOSSIVE,
The price included (he loss of millions of lives; massive
material and spivitual deprivation; political repression; an
untold waste of resources; and the erection of an inflexible
authoritarian system of rule thought by some historians to be
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one of the most offensive in recent history and one that
many Communists consider a hindrance to further progress
in the Soviet Union itself.

Formative Years

Stalin was horn losif Vissarionovich Dzhugashvili on
Dec. 21,1879, in Gori, Georgia. He was the only surviving
son ol Vissarion Dzhugashvili, a cobbler who first practiced
his crafll in a viilage shop but later in a shoe factory in the
city. Stalin’s father died in 1891. His mother, Ckaterina, a
pious and illiterate peasant woman, sent her teen-age son to
the theological seminary in Tpilisi (Tiflis), where Stalin pre-
parcd for the ministry. Shortly hefore his graduation, how-
ever, he was expelled in 1899 for spreading subversive
views.

Stalin then joined the underground revolutionary
Marxist movement in Tpilisi. In 1901 he was elected a
member of the Tpilisi committee of the Russian Social
Democratic Workers party. The (ollowing year he was ar-
rested, imprisoned, and subsequently banished to Siberia.
Stalin escaped fromt Siberia in 1904 and rejoined the
Marxist underground in Tpilisi, When the Russian Marxist
movement split into two factions, Stalin identified himsel{
with (he Bolsheviks.

During the lime of the 1904-1905 revolution, Stalin
madc a name as the organizer of daring bank robberies and
raicls on money transpoits, an aclivity that V. |, Lenin con-
sidered important in view of the party’s need for funds,
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although many other Marxists considered this type of high-
way robbery unworthy of a revolutionary socialist,

Stalin participated in congresses of the Russian Social .
Democratic Workers party at Tampere, London, and Stock-
holm in 1905 and 1906, meeting Lenin for the first time al
these congresses. In 1912 Stalin spent some time with Lenin
and his wife in Crakow and then went to Vienna 1o stucly the
Marxist literature concerning the nationality problem. This
study trip resulted in a book, Marxism and the National
Question. In the same year Lenin co-opted Stalin into the
Central Committee of the Bolshevik party.

Stalin’s trips abroad-duririg these years were short epi-
sodes in his life. He spent the major portion of the years
from 1905 to 1912 in organizational work for the move-
ment, mainly in the city of Baku. The secret police arrested
him several times, and several times he escaped. Eventually,
after his return from Vienna, the police caught him again,
and he was exiled to the faraway village of Turukhansk
beyond the Arctic Circle. He remained here until the fall
of czarism. He adopted the name Stalin (“man of steel’’)
about 1913,

First Years of Soviet Rule

After the fall of czarism, Stalin made his way atonce (o
Petrograd, where until the arrival of Lenin from Switzerland
he was the senior Bolshevik and the editor of Pravda, the
parly organ. After Lenin’s retumn, Stalin remained in the high
councils of the paity, but he played a relatively inconspicu-
ous role in the preparations *for the October Revolution,
which placed the Bolsheviks in power. In the first Cabinet of
the Soviet government, he held the post of people’s com-
missar for nationalities,

During the vears of the civil war (1918-1921), Stalin
distinguished himself primarily as military commissar dur-
ing the batile of Tsaritsyn (Stalingrad}, in the Polish cam-
paign, and on several ather fronts. In 1919 he received
another important government assignment by being
appointed commissar of the Workers and Peasants Inspec-
torate. Within the party, he rose to the highest ranks, becom-
ing a member of hoth the Political Bureau and the
Organizational Bureau. When the party Secretariat was
organized, he became one of its leading members and was
appointed its sccretary peneral in 1922, lenin obviously
valued Stalin for his organizational 1alents, for his ability to
knock heads together and to cut through bureaucratic red
tape. He appreciated Stalin’s capabilities as a machine poli-
tician, as a troubleshooter, and as a hatchet man.

Vhe strength of Stalin’s position in the government and
in the parly was anchored probably by his secretary gen-
eralship, which gave him control over party personnel ad
ministration——over admissions, training, assignments,
ptomaotions, and disciplinary matters. Thus, although he
was relatively unknown to outsiders and even within the
party, Stalin doubtless ranked as the most powerful man i
Soviet Russia afler Lenin.

During Lenin’s lasl illness and after his death in 1924,
Stalin served as a member of the three-man committee that
conducted the affairs of the party and the country. The Ulhcf
members of this “lroika” arrangement were Grigor!
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Zinoviev and Lev Kamenev. The best-known activity of this
committee during the years 1923-1925 was its success(ul
attempt (o discredit Leon Trotsky and to make it impossible
for him to assume party leadership after Lenin’s death. After
the commitiee succeeded in this task, Stalin turned againsl
his wo associates, who after some hesitation made com-
mon cause with Trotsky, The conflict between these two
proups can be viewed either as a power struggle or as a
clash of personalities, but it also concerned political is-
sues—a dispute between the lefl wing and the right wing of
bolshevism. The former feared a conservative perversion of
the revolution, and the latter were confident that socialism
could be reached even in an isolated and relatively back-
ward country. In this dispute Stalin represented, for the time
being, the right wing of the party. He and his theoretical
spokesman, Nikolai Bukharin, warned against revolutionary
adventurism and argued in favor of continuing the more
cautious and patient policies that Lenin had inaugurated
with the NEP (New Fconomic Policy).

In 1927 Stalin succeeded in defeating the entire left
opposition and in eliminating its leaders from the party, He
then adopted much of its domestic program by initiating a 5-
year plan of industrial developmient and by execuling itwith
adegree of recklessness and haste that a ntagonized many of
his former supporters, who then formed a right opposition.
This apposition, too, was defeated quickly, and by the early
1930s Stalin had gained dictatorial control over the party,
the state, and the entire Communist lnternational.

Stalin’s Personality

Although always depicted as a towering figure, Stalin,
in fact, was of short stature. He possessed the typical fea-
wres of Transcaucasians: black hair, black eyes, a short
skull, and a large nose. His personality was highly contro-
versial, and it remains shrouded in mystery. Stalin was
crude and cruel and, in some important ways, a primitive
man. Mis cunning, distrust, and vindictiveness seem to have
reached paranoid proportions. In political life he tended 1o
be cautious and slow-moving. His style of speaking and
writing was also ponderous and praceless. Some of his
speeches and occasional writings read like a catechism. | le
was at times, however, a clever orator and a formidable
antagonist in debate. Stalin seems to have possessed
boundless energy and a phenomenal capacity for absorbing
detailed knowledge.

About Stalin's private life, litde is known beyond the
fact that he seems always 1o have been a lanely man. His
first wife, a Georgian girl named Ekaterina Svanidze, died of
Wwherculosis, His second wife, Nadezhda Alleluyeva, com-
mitted suicide in 1932, presumably in despair over Stalin’s
dictatorial rule of the parly. The only child from his first
marriage, Jacab, fell into German hands during World War
IFand was killed, The two childten from his second marriage
Outlived their father, bul they were not always on good
terms with him. The son, Vasili, an officer in the Soviet air
lorce, drank himsell to death in 1962, The daughter,
Svetlana, fled 1o the United States in the 1960s.
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Stalin’s Achievements

In successive S-year plans, the Soviel Union under $ta-
lin industrialized and urbanized with great speed. Although
the military needs of the country drained away precious
resources and World War Il brought total destruction to
some of the richest areas of the Soviet Union and death to
many millions of citizens, the nation by the end of Stalin’s
life had become the second most important industrial coun-
try in the world,

The price the Soviet Union paid for this great achieve-
ment retrains staggering. It included the destruction of all
remnants of free enterprise in both town and country and
the physical destruction of hundreds of thousands of Rus-
sian peasants. The transformation of Soviet agriculture in the
garly 19305 into collectives tremendously camaged the
country’s food production. Living standards were drastically
towered at first, and more than a millien people died of
starvation. Meanwhile, Stalin jailed and executod vast num-
bers of party members; especially the old revolutionarios
and the leading figures in all areas of endeavor.

In the process of securing his rule and of mobilizing the
country for the industrialization efiort, Stalin erected a new
kind of political system characterized by unprecedented
severity in police control, bureaucratic centralization, and
personal dictatorship. Historians consider his regime one of
histary’s most notorious examples of totalitarianisem.

Stalin also changed the ideology of communism and of
the Soviet Union in a subtle but drastic fashion. While
retaining the rhetoric of Marxism-Leninism, and indeed
transforming it into an inflexible dogma, Stalin also changed
it from a revolutionary system of ideas into a conservative
and authoritarian theory of state, preaching obodience and
discipline as well as veneration of the Russian past. In world
affairs the Stalinist system became isolationist. While paying
lip service to the revolutionary goals of Karl Marx and Lenin,
Stalin sought o promote geod relations with the capitalist
countries and urged Communist parties 10 ally themselves
with moderate and middle-of-the-raad parties in a popular
front against the radical right.

From the middle of the 19205 onward, Stalin personally
managed the vast political and economic system he had
established. Formally, he ok charge of it only in May
19471, when he assumed the office of chairman of the Coun-
cil of Ministers. After Nazi Germany invaded the Soviel
Union, Stalin also assumed formal command over the entire
military establishment.

Stalin’s conduct of Russian military strategy in the war
remains as controversial as most of his aclivities. Some
evidence indicates that he committed serious blunders, but
other evidence allows him credit for brifliant achievements.
The fact remains that under Stalin the Soviet Union won the
war, emerged as one of the major powers in the warld, and
managed 1o bargain for a distribution of the spoils of war
that enlarged ils area of domination significantly, partly by
annexation and partly by the transformation of all the lands
cast of the Oder and Neisse rivers into client states.
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Jjudgments of Stalin

Stalin died of a cerebrovascular accident on March 5,
1953, His body was entombed next to Lenin’s in the mauso-
leum in Red Square, Moscow. After his death Stalin became
a controversial figure in the Communist world, where ap-
preciation for his great achievements was offset to a varying
degree by harsh criticism of his methods. At the Twentieth
All-Union Party Congress in 1956, Premier Nikita Khru
shchev and other Soviet leaders attacked the cult of Stalin,
accusing him of tyranny, terror, falsification of history, and
self-glorification.

Further Reading

Two excellent biographies of Stalin are Boris Souvarine, Stalin: A
Critical Study of Bolshevism (trans. 1939), and lsaac Deuts-
cher, Stalin: A Political Biography (1949; 2d ed. 1967). A
good brief survey of his life is Robert D. Warth, Joseph Stalin
(1969). Lenin, Trolsky, and Stalin are the subjects of Bertram
D. Wolfe, Three Who Made a Revolution (1948). Stalin fig-
ures prominently in Nikita Khrushchev’s memoirs, Khru-
shchev Remembers (trans. 1971); however, the authenticity of
the memoirs is not completely established.

Many of the countless books dealing with Soviet affairs hetween
1923 and 1953 necessarily must deal with Stalin extensively,
particularly such standard works as Edward H. Carr’s massive
multivolume study, A History of Soviet Russia (9 vols,, 1951-
1969); Merle Fainsod, How Russia Is Ruled (1953; rev, ed.
1963); Frederick L, Schuman, Russia since 1917 (1957); and
lLeonard Schapiro, The Communist Party of the Soviet Union
{1959). Of the numerous works by former Communist leaders
who deait with Stalin and later denounced him, several are
noteworthy: L.eon Trotsky, Stalin: An Appraisal of the Man
and His Influence, edited and translated by Charles Malamuth
(1941; new ed. 1967); Ruth Fischer, Stalin and the German
Communist Party (1948); Alexander Orlov, The Secret History
of Stalin’s Crimes (1953); and Abdurakhman Avtorkhanov,
Stalin and the Soviet Communist Party: A Study in the Tech-
nology of Power (1959). Various assessments of Slalin and his
conduct of Soviet affairs are given in T.H. Righy, ed., Stalin
(1966). Stalin figures prominently in the best account of the
purges of the 1930s, Robert Conquest, The Great Terror:
Stalin’s Purge of the Thirties (1968).

Studies of the Soviet army and ils officer corps under Stalin
include John Erickson, The Soviet High Command (1962);
Alexander Werth, Russia at War (1964); and Seweryn Bialer,
ed., Stalin and His Generals: Soviet Military Memoirs of
World War 11 (1969). O

Myles Standish

Myles Standish (ca. 1584-1656), a professional En-
glish soldier hired by the Pilgrims to direct their
military affairs, gave greal service to New Plymouth
in America and won personal glory.

LR

£ ittle is known of Myles Standish’s early life, other than
E that he probably came from Lancashire, England, and
frw had fought the Spaniards in the Netherlands. Hired by
the Leiden Pilgrims to manage the military defenses of the
prospective colony, Standish was not a member of the
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Leiden congregation, although he quickly became a loyal
supporter of the Pilgrim venture.

When he arrived in New England, Standish’s first re-
sponsibility was o give practical assistance in the explora-
tions for a permanent place for settlement. Standish
participated in the venture that discovered corn (later used
as seed to save the colony from starvation) and in the
expedition that made initial contact with the Indians and
fater Janded at the future site of the colony. Once the colony
was begun, he turned his attention to building its defenses.
He supervised construction of the town fort and directed the
organization and training of the local militia.

Standish also commanded military expeditions sent out
from Plymouth to aid allies or ta suppress enemies. Once he
led a party of Pilgrims to aid Squanlo and a group of friendly
Indians. Another time he helped an English village at Wes-
sagussett (Weymouth) threatened by Indian attack. There
Standish demonstrated his personal courage when, in a con-
ference with the Indians, he had the doors to the building
barred and then called for an assault on the potential en-
ey, personally killing the Indian leader,

Perhaps the most entertaining example of Standish’s
military leadership was his seriocomic capture of Thomas
Morton of Merrimount in 1628. Morton’s emphasis on riot-
ous living, selling firearms to the Indians, and paying high
prices for furs threatened the piety and profit of New Plym-
outh. Standish led the assault on Merrimount, In a maneuver
similar to the one used against the Indians at Wessagussett,
he barred the doors and made ready to battle Maorton. Mot-




